and more exquisitely refined than either"2 ~ and affirms that these
three languages must have had a common source of origin. With regard
to Indian philosophy, Jones thinks that' Pythagoras and Plato derived
their subisme theories from the same fountain with the sages of India/
9and in the matter of religion, the deities worshipped in India were '
worshipped under different names in Old Greece and Italy'f a point
elaborated in a separate essay by Jones). He also discusses briefly the
mythology of the East and West to determine the chronology of the
Hindus-another theme developed in a full-length study separately-and
concludes that the'spring and fountain of all idolatry in the four quarters
of the globe was the veneration paid by men to the vast body of fire/
the sun, and' the immoderate respect shown to the memory of powerful
or virtuous ancestors, especially the founders of kingdoms, legislators,
and warriors, of whom the Sun or the Moon were wildly supposed to
be the parents, * 10jones then tries to establish a close affinity between
Egyptian andv\frican art on the one hand and Indian art on the other. As
regards the Silpasastra or the science of Arts and Manufactures, he
deplores that much of it was neglected and perhaps lost. He declares
that the Hindus had been a commercial people for long ages, and cites
from the Law of Manu to prove that they had an ancient legal system.
This topic, of course, occupied the best of his attention in the last phase
of his life, and the result of the labours was the Institutes of Hindu Law.
As for the ethical system of the Indians, Jones refers to the Hitopadesa
of Narayana-which he rendered into English-and affirms 'that the first
moral fables, which appeared in Europe, were of Indian or Ethiopian
origin!11 Jones feels that if the numerous works in the fields of Grammar,
Logic, Rhetoric and Music were to be projected before the world at
large, then the true inventive genius of India would be fully appreciated
and applauded. In conclusion, Jones points out that the Hindus had 'an
immemorial affinity with the old Persians, Ethiopians, and Egyptians,
the Phoenicians, Greeks and Tuscans, the Scythians or Goths and Celts,
the Chinese, Japanese and Peruvians: whence, as no reason appears for
believing, that they were a colony from any one of those nations from
them, we may fairly conclude that they all proceeded from some central
country/12

8   /b/dp.34

9   ibid,p.36
m Ibid, p.43

11 Ibid, pp 45-46

J2 The Gentleman's Magazine", Nov 1786, p.987
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